DRWakefield

EST.1970

Uganda

CLARKE FARM




Uganda

CLARKE FARM

Location Katambale, Kyenjojo District
Altitude 1250 masl

Size 607 hectares, 302 under coffee
Species Canephora

Processes Washed

Clarke Farm is billed as an eco-friendly farm and
coffee estate that mainly grows Canephora under
shade canopy in Katambale, Uganda. However. Dr
lan Clarke is expansive in his thinking and having
lived in Uganda for 35 years as a dual national,
wants to impact more than his sphere. Originally
opening hospitals and medical centres as well as a
university he began to notice the impact improving

coffee would have on the population.

Dr Clarke says he is “doing this through two areas
of focus. The first is by having a commercial hub
farm with coffee processing facilities which acts as
an offtaker centre, but where we also grow our
own [Robusta] coffee and demonstrate good
agricultural practice. The farm is deep in the village
and provides employment for at least 600 people.
The vast majority of these people are local men

and women who are also subsistence farmers.

They operate a full wet and dry mill on site under the
watchful eye of Sylvester Kyandi, the General
Manager. Each batch is dated and kept separate,
allowing full traceability through harvest arrival,
processing and final preparation. Quality assessment
takes place in the onsite cupping laboratory to

maintain consistency from crop to crop.

They also grow macadamia, eucalyptus, maize,
potatoes, mangoes and oranges and have planted
indigenous trees to remake a small forest as well
stopped the felling by charcoal makers of a
neighbouring forest. New trees amongst the coffee
are there with the aim of providing 30% shade.
Clarke Farm is licensed by the Uganda Coffee
Development Authority to produce seedlings for
distribution to outgrowers and other farmers, which

supports regional planting material quality and

agricultural resilience.




