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Guji is a zone in the Oromia Region of southern

Ethiopia. Most residents are Oromo and speak the

Oromo language, which is entirely different from

Ethiopia’s main language of Amharic. Like many of the

country’s coffee growing regions, the culture of the

Guji Zone varies from woreda to woreda and speaks

to the diversity of people who cultivate coffee.  

More small washing stations are being built in Guji to

respond to the demand for improvements in

processing to fully capture the range of attributes

found in Ethiopian coffee. The Zone’s principal fresh

water source is the Ganale Dorya river, which also

acts as the boundary line with the neighbouring Bale

zone to the east. To the west, Guji borders the

southern Gedeb woreda of the Gedeo Zone in the

Southern Nations, Nationalities, and People’s Region,

part of the Yirgacheffe coffee growing area.  
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Guji Uraga is a resourceful area with very fertile

land, great coffee and a flourishing mining

business. Most of the coffee trees in this area are

pretty young and their varieties is usually 74410 &

74412. These two varieties have shown the most

resistance to Uraga’s environment whilst still

displaying great flavour and high productivity.  

Farmers in Solomo, Uraga on average have farm

land not bigger than 2 hectares. Their farming

methods remain largely traditional. Guji farmers

typically intercrop their coffee plants with other

food crops. This method is common among

smallholders because it maximizes land use and

provides food for their families. There are 502

producers that contribute to this washing station,

covering 416 hectares in total.  
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