
    ARACAÇU 
MICROLOT 186

Brazil

Country    Brazil

State     Minas Gerais

Mesoregion   Sul de Minas

Microregion   Varginha

Municipality   Três Pontas

Farm    Aracaçu

Altitude   1010 masl

Varietal    Catuai Amarelo 

Harvest   May - August

Process    Natural

Profile   

Minas 
Gerais



The municipality of Três Pontas in Sul de Minas is touted as the greatest producer 
of coffee in the country, with over 50 million coffee trees and its undulating 
topography falling in the transition zone between the Atlantica Forest and 
Cerrado Biome. The area takes its name from the three peaked mountain in the 
area which, stretching up to 1234 metres high, has often been used as a landmark. 

The farm itself has been in the Chaves de Brito family for three generations, 
and is run by the inimitable Carmen Lucia, who currently heads up the Brazil 
Speciality Coffee Association too. She grows 83 experimental varieties as well 
as trying to rescue older varieties less commonly found. Coffee here is treated a 
little differently than you commonly find – once the cherries have been picked, 
sorted, and dried (in this case on patios or raised beds before being finished 
in a Guardiola to control consistency) they are taken for resting in the giant 
wooden silos (tulhas) traditional to the area before dry milling and exporting. As 
the coffee has been stressed through this process, the silo rooms are kept dark 
and soothing strains of music are constantly played to relax the beans. Once 
this has occurred, they are then de hulled on a beautiful blue and polished wood 
Pinhalense machine from 1976, before a final sorting, and bagging for export. 

The coffee in this specific microlot was grown on the Talhão Catuai do Mato plot, 
at 1010 masl on the farm. Naturally fermented over an extended 30 day period 
with intermittent resting and drying periods, it is then rested for 25 days inside 
wooden tulhas before drymilling, bagging and shipping.

A crossing between yellow Caturra and Mundo Novo made in 1949 by the 
Instituo Agronomico (IAC) in Campinas, Brazil, Catuai is a highly productive plant 
in part because of its compact form which allows a greater planting density per 
hectare. Released in 1972 it is commonly found throughout Brazil, though is highly 
susceptible to rust. Characteristics are similar to that of Bourbon in the cup - 
sweet and well balanced. 
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